Mark Forman explores the extent to which Paul's concept of "inheritance" in Romans, and its associated imagery, logic, and arguments, served to evoke socio-political expectations that were different to those which prevailed in contemporary Roman imperial discourse. Forman explores how Paul deploys the idea of inheritance in Romans and analyzes the sources which inform and overlap with this concept. Coins, literature, and architecture are all examined in order to understand the purpose, hopes, and expectations of first-century society. This book contributes to recent studies covering Paul and politics by arguing that Paul's concept of inheritance subverts and challenges first-century Roman ideologies. mark forman is an independent researcher. His research is concerned with first-century and contemporary land ownership, inheritance, and possession, and the ways in which these create power and cause vulnerability.
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PREFACE
Completing a project of this length is both demanding and rewarding. There have been many stimulating moments as I have attempted to come to terms with Paul's thought world. But the process has also been taxing and I would like to acknowledge the support I have received along the way.
I am grateful to the John Baldwin Memorial Scholarship Fund, which contributed to financial needs during the first two years of this project.
This book began life as a thesis, which was supervised by Associate Professor Chris Marshall and Professor Paul Trebilco. They always found the right balance between offering much needed guidance and fostering independent thought. Despite the geographical distance, they provided me with encouragement and support as well as with creative and disciplined models of scholarship. I will never forget Chris' friendship during my fragile health in the early stages of the thesis.
Dr. Andrew Shepherd and Dr. Ingrid Shepherd contributed in practical ways to this book -Andrew offered stimulating conversation and musings, and Ingrid was a dedicated proofreader. Janelle sacrificed much during a seemingly endless, study-oriented phase of our relationship. I would like to acknowledge her support during the writing of this book.
Throughout the many phases of this project, Mum and Dad reminded me in myriad ways of what it means to show faith, hope and love. Duncan Philps helped with proofreading and I have appreciated his ongoing, gentle presence in my life. Reverend Jeremy Younger is a close and wise friend whose companionship continues to give me both lightheartedness and courage.
Finally, The Politics of Inheritance is dedicated to Oscar and Luka, whom I love with all I have. 
